
Transforming the pain of grief into the elixir of hope. 

- Reverend Simon Stephens, Founder, TCF 

National Newsletter - January 2018 

To start the year off we have one invitation, two requests , and 
the gift of a good idea. 

 
Invitation to submit Nominations 

Your Board of Directors very much wants to see Board 
representation from right across the country. We’ve attached a 
Nomination form that comes with a special plea to chapters in 
central and eastern Canada: is there someone in your chapter 
who could support the work of TCF at the National level? We’d 
love to hear from you. Nominations need to be received by the 
end of March; elections take place at the Annual Business 
Meeting . 

 

Request to complete an Annual Report 

We are also attaching a copy of the Chapter Annual Report form. 
Please complete the form as soon as possible with whatever 
information you currently have and return it to the Chapter 
Development Committee (the address is on the form). We do 

want to hear back from all of our Chapters, please. Please note that donations of any amount can be sent to the 
Treasurer (address on the form).  

Help with the Website  

Our TCF National Webpage is in need of a spruce up. Over the next several months we will be reviewing and, we 
hope, updating the content and appearance of our webpage. 

We have received independent reviews indicating that a more friendly format to accommodate viewing across 
different devices would make navigation less daunting. A more inviting front page would also keep visitors’ 
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attention and draw them into the content of our website. We want to have a website that will benefit the 
newly bereaved as well as be useful to those wishing to have access to materials and updates regarding 
events, either national or local. 

We are looking within our own group for volunteers who may have the necessary skills to take on or 
contribute to this effort. At this time we are also looking at proposals from professional developers to guide 
us in the development of a new webpage. Over the next few board meetings we will be looking at all 
proposals. 

Do you have the skills and desire to help out on this project? 

Contact Gary at: TCFSaskatoon@gmail.com if you are interested. 

 
Gift of a Good Idea: Butterfly Cards 

The Victoria (BC) Chapter has what we call our Butterfly Card Program, which is managed by one volunteer. 
When new parents join the chapter, we have them complete a membership form that includes the parents’ 
names and contact information, along with the child’s birth date and death date. For the next five years, on 
the child’s birthday the parents receive in the mail a personalized, hand-written note in a card that has a 
butterfly motif. We have received such heart-warming messages of appreciation from the recipients. Might 
your chapter perhaps have a member who seldom comes out to meetings now, but who would like to help 
out in some way? Can you think of a source for quality cards at a reasonable price? For quite a while our 
cards were donated by our chapter members who ran the local Butterfly Gardens. 

Sometimes there are no words.....only love to comfort you.  

We want you to know we are thinking of you on the anniversary of ______'s birthday.      

Sincerely, The Compassionate Friends, Victoria Chapter 




